On the Life and Death 

In the face of attempts on the part of law 
enforcement officers to subtly try Ralph 
Featherstone posthuijiously and find him 
guilty as a wild militant who was blown up 
by his own bomb, I must speak out in his de- 
ense. . 

In the first place, Ralph Featherstone was 
among the most dedicated and tireless fight- 
ers for the freedom and human dignity of 
black people that I have known in the civil 
rights movement. It was my privilege to 
know and work with him both in the Missis- 
sippi COFO Project in 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Campaign of 1965 in Selma, Alabama; 

Persistent and unyielding racism in our 
country as reflected in the stubborn refusal 
of whites to grant black Americans freedom 
from economic exploitation and political in- 
justice has alienated and turned off many of 
our finest black youth in this country. Ralph 
Featherstone, against the background of his 
bittter nonviolent struggle against that kind 
of racism, had every cause to be among the 
alienated. 

But there is nothing in his background 
that I know of to suggest that he would re- 
sort to the feeble protest of planting a bomb 
in a building somewhere. His management 
of the Drum and Spear bookstore here in 
Washington suggests that his protest had 
taken a more constructive path of black 
pride and economic development 

Those who seek a conspiracy in the tragic 
events of the past two days may find more 
convincing evidence in circumstances that 
suggest that Ralph and his companion were 
murdered as a part of a plot which the per- 
petrators tried to cover up by bombing an 
empty courthouse in the middle of the night. 
It is difficult for me to understand how a 
blast that blew a car to pieces would leave 
intact so-called “inflammatory literature.” 

' And please, don’t expect us to think that the 
so-called militants who some would have us 
believe blew the courthouse up would plan 
it in a fashion that no whites would be in 
the building at the time. 

In recent months and years we have been 
subjected to tragic acts to kill off, buy off, 
harass into silence, or intimidate the leaders 
of the poor and the black so that the black 
and the poor may become leaderless and di- 
vided, confused and malleable, and even 
more victimized by the owners of capital in 
our country. ' 

Black leadership will not stand idly by 
while these tactics of repression are directed 
at any of our fellow Americans, black or 
white. We share with the most radical of our 
youth the goal of freedom and human dig- 
nity for black and poor people. We have at 
times chosen different paths to that goal: 
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some, the path of violent means to achieve 
social change; I, the path of nonviolent rev- 
olution. I hope we reach our common goal 
by the path of nonviolence before the path 
of violence becomes the only alternative. 1 
am painfully aware of the fact stated so elo- 
quently by our assassinated President, John 
F. Kennedy, that those who make nonvio- 
lent revolution impossible make violent rev- j 
olution inevitable. Tactics of repression ! 
such as are now being employed against mil- 
itant blacks can only make impossible the ] 
nonviolent revolution we seek and we will i 
not remain silent in the face of it 

THE REV. WALTER E. FAUNTROY. 

Washington. 

This letter is written in reference to the 
article about Ralph Featherstone written by j 
Carl Bernstein on Wednesday, March 11, en- ' 
titled “Bomb Blast Victim Was a Bitter | 
Rights Activist.” The article not only mis- 
represented my feelings and misstated what 
I said' but it was also designed to be divisive 
and to further divide and confuse the black 
community. When Bernstein talked to me on 
Tuesday I told him that I did not want to 
talk to him about the murder of Ralph 
Featherstone. He indicated that he didn’t 
want to get into a political type discussion, ; 
only my feeling about Ralph as a person, as J 
a human being. I told him that I thought i 
Ralph was “one of the most dedicated, self- 
less and perceptive black dudes that I had i 
ever met Furthermore, he had freely given j 
of himself for the liberation of black peo- 
ple.” Bernstein then asked me if I thought 
that Ralph’s attitude about the “establish- j 
ment” had hardened since 1965. I informed 
him that, anyone, including myself and a lot 
of other young black people who were work- 
ing on behalf of black people, had to become 
more alienated and disenchanted because of 
the racism and the oppression heaped upon 
black people— even in 1970. Bernstein then 
asked if I thought that Ralph considered 
himself a revolutionary. “I don’t want to get | 
into that,” I said, “but regardless of what j 
Ralph considered himself, he was murdered. 
And besides I am tired of officials, and re- 
porters trying to make it appear as though 
Ralph was to blame rather than this racist 
society.” 

In reading the article, one would never 
have guessed that the conversation I had 
with Bernstein and what Bernstein reported 
were one and the same. 

Finally, I hope that black people are not 
fooled by the irresponsible and racist report- 
ing of Carl Bernstein. 

MARION S. BARRY JR. 

Washington. 



